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' . ' ONE" OF LIFE'S LITTLEMY$TERIES' ' ' ':
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Here's a man wKo leads-- mot ;matter-of--f act life. He'sa
broker, or a plumber, or maybe he" keeps afeed store.' Anyhow, to
look at him, you would never in'
the world think this of him : '

r

Sometimes, though rarely,-whe-

everybody else in. the- - house
is asleep or gone to church, or per-
haps, to a show, this jinan, goes to
his room, takes a little1 key and
unlocks- - one ,of -- rthose japanned
sheet iron boxes folks keep mort-
gages in and other things, more
or less precious. From this box
he takes another, an
affair, all coveredvwithjeriw,inkle
shells stuck on with glue. .Open-
ing, this box in turn, he takes -- out - VYrSv:
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a cheap and sleazy "blue ribbon, tied ,, :J bz ; r '
He lifts the ribbon. witff.tender cafel-- r He 'exercises especial care

lest he 'crush out. of .shape the little? rbundUJopimade-b- the knot.
And laying this foolish trifle, before ,'bmi pen-
sively, with ar curious. smile on 'his Rind of a-- smilq
that has a bias toward drooping at'Jits,extremifies.r V- -
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Sometimes he will sit looking at the fitile-bbw'.o- f iribbbn'thus
for a long time perhaps' "till" the clock1 strikes 'twelve..;1 Then he
comes to himself with a start, hunielyAptftsthelnhljon;ih "the peri-winkl- ed

box and the little box in "the" 'larger one arid ge'tsto bed
.before anybody has a. chance to ialk to 'ihrrn.'ii

" .,"'.''
Not even this man's wife, whom s

fully, knows the secret of the ribbon in the plsriwinklefr 'box. ,

. This much" is certain" : SHE never wore '"such a --ribbon. Her
hair ribbons were of better quality than that:- - BesideVshe 'always
"wore red' ones. " : -

- However, she doesn't worry abo'utMt any ' more.-
t Hecrarely;

thinks of the", ribbon pftener than once a year "rarely; more often
than the wild ,

' '"" rt : ' "..' 'Nevertheless she is still rhildly;curious about it, : especially "as
regards the secret significance of the perfume o'f. wild crab-tre- e blos-

soms. But she knows by this time that" her; curiosity : is vain.
- 'For by. this-tim- e she has learnedJthat'thefens3.sbme insoluble
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